
 

 

 Page 1  
SPARCS Update (June 2015) NYS DOH Office of Quality and Patient Safety 
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New York State Department of Health June 2015 Office of Quality and Patient Safety 

 

General Announcements 
 

NYHIMA Conference 

SPARCS program staff presented at the New York Health 

Information Management Association (NYHIMA) Annual 

Conference, held June 7th to the 10th in Syracuse, New York.  The 

presentation included information on the amended SPARCS 

regulations that took effect September 2014.  Topics included the 

changes to reporting compliance based on volume, as well as the 

introduction of compliance based on quality of the data.  Also 

discussed was how SPARCS data are being used in the NYS 

Health Profiles and Health Data NY platforms on the public web 

site.  The presentation was followed by a fifteen minute Q&A 

session. 

 

The presentation is available on the SPARCS webpage at: 

SPARCS NYHIMA 060815.pdf. 

 

ICD-10 Beta Testing 

ICD-10 beta testing is still available to all submitters.  If you have 

not done so already, please begin testing immediately.  SPARCS 

would like each facility to successfully submit test file prior to 

submitting to production.   

 

The allowable service date range for ICD-10 coding is 10/1/2015 

through 9/30/2016, and the TEST/PROD indicator must be set to 

beta ("B") or "beta test" in the export option in the SPARCS 837 PC 

application.  

 

The ICD-10 Edit Flags and Exceptions spreadsheet is now 

available on the HCS in the Tools area of the SPARCS Data 

Submission and Data/Report System. 
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ICD-10 Production 

Providing that CMS adopts the new ICD-10 coding system, SPARCS will only accept ICD-10 codes for  

discharges/visits with a service date of 10/1/2015 or later.  This applies for all records submitted to SPARCS; 

including Worker’s Compensation and No-Fault Insurances. 

This is the same criteria that we have mentioned multiple times over the past couple years; including at 

NYHIMA and regional HIMA conferences, on multiple tele-conferences, and various times within the SPARCS 

newsletters.  If you have any questions, please contact SPARCS Operations at 

sparcs.submissions@health.ny.gov 

 

Health Facilities Own Data (HOD) 

One of the reports a facility may request on the Health Commerce System (HCS) SPARCS Data/Reports 

Request link is Health Facilities Own Data (HOD).  HOD may be requested in several versions.  Most 

submitters are familiar with the X12-837 version, but submitters were also able to request the data in the 

output format. 

The SPARCS Output Format version has been changed to a 3000 character text file.  The new format can be 

found in the data dictionaries in Appendices V SPARCS Inpatient master File Descriptions and VV SPARCS 

Outpatient master File Descriptions.   The new file contains several enhancements, such as APR-DRGs, 

severity of illness (SOI), risk of mortality (ROM), and, for the outpatient file, the claim type (“A” ambulatory 

surgery, “E” emergency department, and “O” outpatient services).   

Reports 

Present on Admission (2011-2013): The Present on Admission (POA) Report update is now available on the 

DOH Public website. 

 

The purpose of the update is to provide a summary of reporting on the POA coding on inpatient discharges 

through the New York State SPARCS data submission system by Article 28 hospitals for the time period of 

2011 through 2013. 

 

The intent of this report is to alert facilities about potential problems with their POA reporting and to provide 

feedback for researchers and policy makers. 

 

Not meeting a given criteria does not necessarily mean that a POA reporting issue exists.   

Compliance 
 

Monthly Compliance  

NYCRR 400.18 requires that 95% of all SPARCS data be submitted within 60 days of the end of the month of 

the visit or discharge.  Monthly warning notices have been sent this year to healthcare facilities that submit 

either no monthly inpatient or outpatient SPARCS data before the next month’s master file upload, which 

occurs on the first Wednesday of the month.  The number of facilities not meeting this deadline have not 

changed significantly over the course of this year. 

 

Quarterly Reconciliation  

The first quarter 2015 reconciliation period ends September 30, 2015.  All first quarter SPARCS data for 2015 

must be submitted by that date.  Facilities that have either missing months of SPARCS data or less than the 
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expected number of submitted patient records for the period, January to March 2015, will receive a warning 

email advising them of this deficiency.   The first warning email will be sent after the July 1st master file upload 

during the week of July 13, 2015. 

 

The fourth quarter 2014 reconciliation period ends June 30, 2015.   This completes the first full year of the 

switch from the SPARCS annual reconciliation protocol to the SPARCS quarterly reconciliation protocol.  The 

procedure for the annual reconciliation required the data to be submitted after the end of the year, and data 

users had to wait until after June of the following year to request the previous year’s SPARCS data.   The 

current procedure for the quarterly reconciliation requires 100% of the data be submitted 180 days from the 

end of a quarter.   This means the data is available much sooner for review and analysis.  SPARCS data 

submitters have responded well to this change in procedure.  There have been few compliance issues due to 

this change in reporting.  

 

Discharge/Visit month        

Monthly Submission 

95% due by the end of month 

First Quarter 2015  

Reconciliation Activities 

January 2015 March 2015  

February 2015 April 2015  

March 2015 May 2015  

April 2015 June 2015  

May 2015 July 2015  

June 2015 August 2015  

July 2015 September 2015 

1st  Quarter  Reconciliation 

1st Warning Email 

Week of  July 13, 2015 

August 2015 October 2015 

1st  Quarter  Reconciliation 

2nd Warning Email 

Week of  August 17, 2015 

September 2015 November 2015 

1st  Quarter  Reconciliation 

3rd Warning Email 

Week of September 14, 2015 

Data Due September  30, 2015 

October 2015 December 2015 Statement of Deficiency Issued 

 

Data Release 
 

Data Governance Committee  

The SPARCS Data Governance Committee held a meeting on May 27, 2015.  The following SPARCS 

identifiable data requests were presented to the Committee: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Page 4  
SPARCS Update (June 2015) NYS DOH Office of Quality and Patient Safety 

Request  Project Title Organization 

1010-06 (A2) 

 

Inform the Work of FLHSA’s Regional Commission on 

Community Health Improvement (RCCHI) 

Finger Lakes Health Systems 

Agency  

 

1505-01 

  

Cost-Effectiveness of Referring Patients to Centers of 

Excellence for Cardiac Surgeries 

University of Michigan-Ann 

Arbor 

1505-02 Unnecessary Hospitalization and Patient Outcomes Princeton University 

 

The next meeting of the SPARCS Data Governance Committee will be held on July 8, 2015 

 

Limited and Identifiable 

The following organizations received SPARCS data files from May 8, 2015 through June 17, 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The complete list of approved identifiable data requests dating back to 2009 is on the public webpage at the 

following address:  http://www.health.ny.gov/statistics/sparcs/dgc/appr_data_req.htm.   

 

Submitter Notes 
What is an exception marked ALT KEY ERROR-ADD on the Update Summary Report?  

Edited SPARCS files for the current and previous year are uploaded to the master file weekly on Wednesday 

mornings (previous years are done monthly).  There are three actions in the master file upload process; 

replacement, deletion, or addition of a new record.  The ALT KEY ERROR-ADD exception is generated in the 

addition of a new record to the master file. 

First, the new record is compared to records in the master file by the primary keys, permanent facility 

identifier (PFI), patient control number, medical record number, statement-covers-period-from date, 

statement-covers-period-through date, and, for outpatient SPARCS files, hour of discharge.  If all the primary 

Organization Data Type Years 

Blythedale Children's Hospital Identifiable 2010-2014 

Center for Disease Control & Prevention Identifiable 2012 

CUNY John Jay College Identifiable 1982-2013 

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center Limited 2013 

Finger Lakes Health Systems Agency Identifiable 2008-2013 

HealthCare Intelligence, LLC Identifiable 2014 

New Jersey Health Care Quality Institute Identifiable 2011-2013 

New York University School of Medicine Limited 2000-2012 

NYU School of Medicine Limited 2011-2014 

SUNY Albany Limited 2012-2014 

SUNY Buffalo Limited 2000-2013 

University Hospital Birmingham Limited 2001-2014  

Westchester County Department of Health Limited 2011-2014 

http://www.health.ny.gov/statistics/sparcs/dgc/appr_data_req.htm
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key data elements have a matching set of data elements on a master file record, that record is seen as a 

duplicate and will be rejected (if submitted as an addition).    

The remaining addition files are then evaluated by a second set of data elements (secondary keys) that are 

matched against the data elements in the master file record.  These data elements are as follows: permanent 

facility identifier (PFI), statement-covers-period-from date, statement-covers-period -through date, patient date 

of birth, unique personal identifier, address line 1, primary diagnosis code, and for outpatient records, 

discharge hour, and for inpatient records, insurance policy number and birth weight.    If an addition record 

matches all of the secondary keys it is rejected and you will receive the exception marked ALT KEY ERROR-

ADD.  

 The secondary keys were incorporated into the upload protocol to prevent duplicates from entering the 

database when a patient control number and/or medical record number are altered.   

 

SPARCS Operations 

Bureau of Health Informatics 

Division of Information and Statistics 

Office of Quality and Patient Safety 

New York State Department of Health 

Empire State Plaza 

Corning Tower, Room 1970 

Albany, New York 12237 

 

Phone:  (518) 474-3189  

Fax:  (518) 486-3518 

Information:  sparcs.submissions@health.ny.gov 

Data Access:  sparcs.requests@health.ny.gov 

Listserv:  sparcs-l@health.state.ny.us  

Website:  http://www.health.ny.gov/statistics/sparcs/ 

SPARCS Update newsletters are distributed 

electronically to individuals who have Health Commerce 

System (HCS) data upload access, subscribers to 

SPARCS-L, and other interested parties upon request.   

 

Updates are also available online at: 

http://www.health.ny.gov/statistics/sparcs/newsletters/ 

 


